






Hamas leader explains how joining unity government sits with Israel stance
Text of report by Saudi Al-Ikhbariyah TV on 12 February
[Interview with Hamas leader Khalid Mish'al with Al-Ikhbariyah presenter Ali al-Umari - date and place unknown - recorded.]
[Al-Umari] The invitation of the custodian of The Two Holy Mosques came within attempts to find a solution to the divisions among the Palestinian factions. How did you view this invitation and what were your conditions to respond to this invitation?
Mecca talks
[Mish'al] In the name of God, The Merciful, The Compassionate. There were no conditions on the invitation. It was a generous offer and we welcomed it from the first day. It came from the mind and heart of the custodian of The Two Holy Mosques as part of his determination to stop the Palestinian bloodshed and as a result of the pain he felt with regard to the regrettable conflicts and confrontations in the Palestinian arena, which I described several times as an exceptional situation and unreal. Thank God the Palestinian people have awareness, tradition, and responsibility that allowed them to come out of that painful and exceptional situation and return to their original and well-known position. We responded to this generous offer and came to Holy Mecca close to the Holy Ka'bah and the Qiblah [direction to which Muslims pray] and under the generous Saudi sponsorship, led by the Custodian of The Two Holy Mosques King Abdallah Bin-Abd-al-Aziz and his brothers in! the Saudi leadership. Thank God, this atmosphere allowed us as Palestinians, and particularly the delegations of Fatah and Hamas, to reach an agreement, by God's grace. Thanks to God who took our sadness away. This agreement, by the Grace of God Almighty, contained several basic matters. First, we agreed on ending the internal conflict and aiming weapons at any Palestinian chest, banning the shedding of Palestinian blood, ending the painful fighting, and unifying the internal front to confront the occupation only. The Palestinian rifle will only be directed at the occupation. This was, thank God, the first step. We agreed on mechanisms that prevent a return to the same situation of inter fighting and to tend and settle the issues of painful bloodshed that took place.
The second thing that we achieved was creating a national unity government in which Hamas, Fatah, and the various Palestinian powers can share. We agreed on the way this government will be formed and over much of the details in addition to its political programme, represented in the National Accord Document which was singed by the majority of Palestinian powers. This is in addition to the letter of designation which was directed from the head of the [Palestinian] Authority brother Abu-Mazin [Mahmud Abbas] to the prime minister, brother Isma'il Haniyah. Therefore, the government is on its way to formation. Hopefully within a few days the decree of designation will be issued and then the government will be formed. This government will move on the basis of a specified programme, that is the National Accord Document and the letter of designation. This is what Fatah and Hamas agreed upon and it is an important step.
The third matter that we agreed upon in the Mecca agreement is the Palestinian partnership, particularly between the biggest two factions, Fatah and Hamas. We will expand this partnership to include all powers, because we are one people, have one fate, our cause is one, and our enemy is one. We do not need a national unity government only but, moreover, we need real partnership in the field, in politics, in positions, and in responsibilities, particularly since we are still in a stage of liberation and confrontation with the occupation and in a difficult period as we have seen in the past with the targeting of Al-Aqsa Mosque and what the people are living through. Thank God, the Mecca agreement was blessed and comprehensive. Yes, there are things that need to be taken care of, but the solid foundations were put in Mecca and this was a big achievement with the grace of God Almighty.
Recognition of Israel
[Al-Umari] How do you describe Hamas's lack of recognition of Israel and the reality of the situation that would require meet ings with Israeli officials as well as contacts?
[Mish'al] Every movement in the Palestinian arena has its own view, programme, and specifics and has total freedom to adopt the political programme that it is convinced of and believes in. This is what we agreed upon, that each faction has total freedom. However, the Palestinian government is a national unity government and as long as it is a national unity one in which all Palestinian factions are participating in, naturally its political programme will not be one of a particular faction. Not Hamas's and not Fatah's and not any other programme, but the government will be based on a political programme that is the common denominator among all factions and this is what we agreed upon. The National Accord Document is a unanimous national programme that all Palestinians agree on. Regarding the letter of designation, Hamas and Fatah agreed on its language and content to be, along with the National Accord Document, a programme for the national government that we ai! m to form. Therefore, there is no problem, every faction has its convictions, but as a national unity government, we agreed on the political foundation and this foundation defines national goals and what we strive for, that is establishing a Palestinian state to the borders of 4 June 1967. This foundation also speaks about the return, real sovereignty, our right to struggle as well as the negotiations and their term of reference. We emphasized that the negotiations are carried out by the president of the Palestinian [National] Authority and the head of the PLO but according to specific mechanisms and foundations. In addition, when the Palestinian government carries out its work, there are interests and requirements to which it will perform accordingly. This government has a clear vision and programme and has Palestinian national interests that it is working to achieve. Therefore, there is no problem and no contradiction.
[Al-Umari] How does Hamas see coordination with Palestinian factions in light of the geographical barrier between the leadership and the Palestinian territories?
[Mish'al] Our Palestinian situation is complex. We have the inside and the outside. Internally, there is the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Of course, there is a dear part of our people who are from the 1948 [war]. There is a special situation for people in Jerusalem. This is our fate, a difficult situation because of the circumstances of occupation and the obstacles. Even in the West Bank, movement is difficult for those who live in Ramallah and around it and Jerusalem and those who live in the south near Hebron or in the north, that is Nablus and other towns. These are difficult circumstances but they do not prevent the Palestinian factions from coordinating and do not prevent any movement from having a central decision. Every movement has existence in the inside, the outside, and in various areas. However, we devised complex mechanisms to guarantee a central decision for every faction as well as a central decision on the level of the Palestinian homeland. We! have institutions and, coincidentally, I have forgotten to mention that, included in what we agreed upon, is rebuilding and reforming the PLO and making it effective...
[Al-Umari, interrupting] We will come to that...
[Mish'al, continuing,] [Indistinct] the real term of reference for the Palestinian people and their various factions inside and outside [the Palestinian territories].
"Outside intervention"
[Al-Umari] There are reports that there is outside intervention, Islamic [intervention] in the Hamas Movement that affects the national and Pan-Arab character of the movement. To what extent [change of though] how do you respond to such reports?
[Mi s h 'al] My dear brother, there are many accusations. But as God Almighty said: "produce your proof" [Koranic verse]. Praise be to God, we are convinced that Hamas is a Palestinian, Arab, Islamic, national movement that is proud of its approach. Its decisions emanate only from the movement's leadership institutions and nobody has influence over us. I believe those who have dealt with Hamas have come to know that Hamas is not tied to anyone. It is limited by the interests of its people, Palestinian national interests, the interest and needs of our people, their concerns, and their suffering. These are the basis on which Hamas makes decisions. Those who make decisions in Hamas are its leadership, and its leadership institutions. Nobody has guardianship over Hamas. Yes we are open towards our Arab and Islamic nation and have balanced relations with them since the Arab world give us our depth, the Arab Islamic world is our depth, but there is a difference betw! een belonging to a nation and being proud of it and between our decision being dependent on someone else. No our decisions are not dependent on anyone; they are made freely by the movement's leadership institutions. As I said, and I repeat, those who dealt with us know that we are not followers of anyone. I believe the fact that we are in Mecca, and we reached agreement with brother Abu-Mazin [Mahmud Abbas] and the brothers in Fatah is a clear example that Hamas knows how to make its own decisions based on a certain mechanism. We make decisions without pressure from anyone.
PLO
[Al-Umari] What are Hamas's demands to develop the PLO?
[Mish'al] Of course, there are some details, but there are two [main] issues: first from the organizational side and the second from political side. There is no doubt that the liberation organization is a national framework which we appreciate and are proud of and that had a major role in the national struggle. However, it has become flaccid [tarrahul] and the organization's institutions have been sidelined, elections have been absent, there was no democracy as there was no real democracy being practiced. One of the bases to rebuild and reactivate the PLO is to rebuild the movement's institutions: the Palestinian National Council, the Central Council, the Executive Committee and all other institutions. How can they be rebuilt? They can be rebuilt first through a partnership among all forces on a democratic basis, on the basis of election inside [the West Bank and Gaza] and abroad whenever possible. This will give vitality in rebuilding and reorganizing. It wil! l deepen democracy in the institutions and give them power to become decision-makers without ignoring and bypassing them as has been the case in the past. This is one point. Politically, as you know the PLO is going through a difficult time because of external pressures. There has been a change in some of its positions, policies and the Palestinian National Charter. The PLO has been burdened with political decisions that do not suit and do not serve the national interest. We need to revive this organization through reviving its political programme, [we need to] revive its charter and reach a Palestinian agreement on a political process that is suitable for us, as we did when trying to form a national government. We agreed on the national accord document as a national political programme, we want to research a political programme that we can agree upon within the framework of the liberation organization. It ought to be a programme that is committed to the rights of the peopl! e and its national principles and at the same time it must be flexible , realistic, and be able to serve the interests and needs of the Palestinian people. This is what we are hoping for. God willing we will speed things up and accomplish this project because honestly, there is procrastination. As you know my dear brother, we agreed in March 2005 in C airo regarding the PLO, but since that time, which was two years ago, there has been no real activation. We confirm, as we agreed in the Mecca agreement, that there must be some fast steps in the PLO issue.
[Al-Umari] There has been much reaction among the Palestinians after the Mecca agreement. Do you appreciate this reaction and their support of agreement, especially from the various factions?
[Mish'al] Praise be to God, the agreement was welcomed and received with joy from our people inside and abroad, from both the Palestinian factions and forces. There was national Palestinian consensus inside and abroad and this is proof that the agreement at Mecca was right, and that God has blessed this agreement, in this sacred place. Agreement is an important step along the way and it raises hopes among our people and helps them out of this difficult time they have been living through over the past few weeks.
[Al-Umari] Do you believe that the agreements reached is enough to end the suffering of the Palestinian people?
[Mish'al] It is a step along the way. As you know the process of the Palestinian struggle has been difficult. Our people are suffering greatly. They are suffering occupation, they are being killed, assassinated, and arrested. There are 11,000 people arrested including women, children, and elderly people, over 1000 of who are ill. There is the question of Jerusalem, and as you know the Israeli excavations and the desecration of the Al-Aqsa Mosque; allowing Jews to be inside the vicinity of the Al-Aqsa Mosque. These excavations are causing rifts in foundations of the Al-Aqsa Mosque. Jerusalem is being Judaized and its people are being forced to leave. Israel is refusing to allow Palestinians to return. The Palestinian suffering is great: there are over 6 million Palestinians living outside the country. Through our struggle, the resistance we are waging, the steadfastness, the Palestinian accord, the political and popular action, and the Intifadas, we are trying ! to get closer to the national aims and create a situation that forces Israel to withdraw from our land and give us our rights. We are trying to form a regional, public, and international opinion that supports our people and forces Israel to respect the Palestinian rights. We are still along the way but we believe we are heading in the right direction, God willing.
Saudi assistance
[Al-Umari] Has the Saudi role been limited to initiatives and agreements or has it gone beyond that by offering help and support?
[Mish'al] Do you mean financial help?
[Al-Umari] Yes financial.
[Mish'al] Look, the generous Saudi initiative, as was announced from day one, was to provide a positive atmosphere at the Holy Mosque that will help the Palestinians talk in suitable environment and to reach agreement in a suitable environment. This is what happened, with God's will, without any intervention and Saudi Arabia provided its auspices and it is enough that it was hosted by the custodian of the Two Holy Mosques who was following this issue minute by minute with a team of princes and minister, they were following the talks and offering any support we needed. All this, thank God, contributed to the success in reaching an agreement. This is in addition to the Palestinian will, because in all honesty, we Fatah and Hamas, came and we had the will of not wanting to leave Mecca unless we agreed. This is what we told the custodian of the Two Holy Mosques on the first day we met him in Jedda. We also came and had the will that we wanted to reach agreement. S! o coupled with the events in Palestine, we managed to reach this agreement. As for the financial side, I confirm that the kingdom of Saudi Arabia has not denied us any financial, political, or moral support during the entire history of the Palestinian cause. The kingdom has been one of the most committed countries or one that fulfils its financial c o m mitments towards the Palestinian people and the Palestinian [National] Authority in the past and now. However, there is no connection between our dialogue in Mecca and the issue of funds. The Saudi backing for the cause is carried out according to a permanent commitment. As for the dialogue, it was going on within its natural framework.
[Al-Umari] Khalid Mish'al, head of the Hamas political bureau, thank you very much.
[Mish'al] Thank you, and through Al-Ikhbariyah Channel I would like to thank the leadership in Saudi Arabia, I thank the custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, the crown prince, the leadership, the Saudi Government. I thank the Saudi people and we are proud of their continued efforts and support to the Palestinian cause. I ask God to always make us faithful to you and our nation that has supported us since the nakbah ["the catastrophe" - reference to the events that befell the Palestinians in 1948] I ask God to give us victory.
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